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FOREWORD

What a year it's been! 

We had a great run of the EPIC program in 2021, with

numerous startups forming over the course of the EPIC

hackathon and the VCL.

For the second time, iGEM EPIC has brought

Biofounders from all over the world together and

enabled them to start working on their synbio startup

ideas. 

The timing to become a Biofounder within the iGEM

cosmos has never been better. The EPIC program is an

intensive experience for all our particpants and - believe

me - for us just as well. However, from an outside

perspective it is easy to miss some of the great people,

teams and ideas that have taken part. In this report, we

want to take the time to tell you a little bit about all the

startups and teams that have been part of EPIC this

year.

So, wether you are a bio-interested someone wanting to

get familiar with our new generation of biofounders or

have touched base with EPIC at some point already and

just want to revisit some of the great projects and

familiar faces: We hope you enjoy our end-of-year

update and to see you soon, for an even better 2022.

Stay tuned for updates from iGEM EPIC in Q1 of 2022! A

happy new year and all the best, wherever you are.

The iGEM EPIC Q3&4
Report is here!

Here we present to you
a resume of the 
 startups from the 2021
installment of iGEM
EPIC.

— Marcel from D&I 
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13 
TEAMS FROM

AMERICAS

This year, EPIC
was even bigger...

         2021
STARTUPS 
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Summary
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14 
TEAMS FROM

EMEA

9 
TEAMS FROM

APAC

>150
VCL

APPLICANTS

28
TEAMS IN
THE VCL

... and in 2022 we will
continue our journey
towards 100 iGEM
startups per year!

EP C
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THE APAC
VCL TEAMS

F O O D E N E R G Y
f r o m  T a i w a n

Work ing  on  p lan t -based
meat  produc t i on  (Tempeh )

F o o d  a n d  N u t r i t i o n

S Y N B I O T E
f r o m  A u s t r a l i a

Work ing  on  b iop roces s ing  un i t s
f o r  space  exp lo ra t i on

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

B I O  W I T H O U T  B O U N D A R I E S
f r o m  I n d i a

Work ing  on  acces s ib l e  sc i ence  educa t i onE d u c a t i o n

S Y N C O R B I S
f r o m  S o u t h  K o r e a

Work ing  on  a f fo rdab le  and  e f f i c i en t ,  mul t i -modu le
l ab  automat ion  dev i ce s

L a b  A u t o m a t i o n

M I N E - O - M A N I A
f r o m  I n d i a

Work ing  on  e f f i c i en t  b io l each ing  v i a  

eng inee red  mic rob ia l  s t r a in s
B i o - r e m e d i a t i o n
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THE APAC
VCL TEAMS

T E A M  V I T _ B H O P A L
f r o m  I n d i a

Work ing  on  eco - f r i end l y ,  sa fe  and  r eusab le
mic rob ia l  p la s t i c  degrada t i on

B i o - r e m e d i a t i o n

C U R E M  B I O T E C H
f r o m  I n d i a

Work ing  on  cos t -e f f i c i en t  and  acces s ib l e
d iagnos t i c  methods  f o r  mala r i a

H e a l t h  a n d  D i a g n o s t i c s
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THE AMERICAS
VCL TEAMS

U N N A T U R A L L Y  S E L E C T E D
f r o m  U S A ,  M e x i c o ,  C a n a d a

Work ing  on  prob io t i c  a l t e rna t i ve  to  

l ow -ca rb  ke togen ic  d ie t
F o o d  a n d  N u t r i t i o n

S Y N B I O  C R E A T I O N S
f r o m  M e x i c o

Work ing  on  s tev io l  g l ycos ide  produc t i on
v i a  eng inee red  mic rob ia l  s t r a in s

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

S Y N C A N
f r o m  M e x i c o

Work ing  on  produc t i on  o f  h igh  qua l i t y
cannab iods  v i a  eng inee red  mic rob ia l  s t r a in s

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

A L G A E  A P P E T I T E
f r o m  C a n a d a ,  M e x i c o

Work ing  on  v i t amin  E  and  nut r i en t  r i ch
vegan  "nex t -gene ra t i on  meat "  a l t e rna t i ve

F o o d  a n d  N u t r i t i o n

B I O P L A S T I C
f r o m  U S A

Work ing  on  produc t i on  o f  nove l ,  
eco - f r i end l y  b iop la s t i c s  

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g



i G E M  E P I C |  D i s c o v e r y  &  I n s i g h t s
Q 3 & 4

0 8

THE AMERICAS
VCL TEAMS

C R I O P R O T
f r o m  P e r u

Work ing  on  non -chemica l ,  GMO - f r ee  and
b iodeg radab le  ant i f r eeze  compounds  

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

R E H A B
f r o m  U S A

Work ing  on  aptamer -based  detec t i on  and  

r emed ia t i on  s y s tem  f o r  mic rocy s t in -LR  tox in
E n v i r o n m e n t

C E L L  I N C .
f r o m  U S A

Work ing  on  cos t -e f f i c i en t  i n s t rument s  f o r  

ce l l  l y s i s ,  cent r i f uga t i on ,  and  f l uo r imet r y
E d u c a t i o n

U T E C
f r o m  P e r u

Work ing  on  nove l  f ood -prese r va t i on  coa t ings F o o d  a n d  N u t r i t i o n
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THE EMEA
VCL TEAMS

V S Y C L E
f r o m  B e l g i u m

Work ing  on  b io log i ca l ,  non - tox i c  and
b iodeg radab le  c loud - seed ing  agent s

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

I S R A E L  T A U
f r o m  T a i w a n

Work ing  on  genomic  s t ab i l i t y H e a l t h

U M K E L E
f r o m  Z i m b a b w e ,  K e n y a ,  U g a n d a ,  M a l a w i

Work ing  on  nove l  b iodeg radab le  p la s t i c sB i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

S Y N O L I N
f r o m  U K

Work ing  on  e f f i c i en t  and  sus ta inab le
p roduc t i on  o f  i nu l i n

F o o d  a n d  N u t r i t i o n

R A P I D E M I C
f r o m  N e t h e r l a n d s

Work ing  on  po in t -o f -ca re  d iagnos t i c  s y s tem
e .g .  f o r  Cov id - 1 9

H e a l t h  a n d  D i a g n o s t i c s

T E A M  S T .  A N D R E W S
f r o m  U K

Work ing  on  deve lopement  and  produc t i on
 o f  sus ta inab le  sunsc reen

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g
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THE EMEA
VCL TEAMS

T E A M  W E S T M I N S T E R
f r o m  U K

Work ing  on  b io techno log i ca l  hydrogen  gas
p roduc t i on

B i o - m a n u f a c t u r i n g

T E A M  G E O R G E  &  O L A T U N B O S U N
f r o m  N i g e r i a

Work ing  on  c i r cu l a r ,  urban  was tewate r
management  s y s tems

E n v i r o n m e n t

A F R I S O L
f r o m  K e n y a ,  U g a n d a

Work ing  on  deve lopement  o f  po in t -o f -ca re
d iagnos t i c  s y s tems  f o r  mala r i a

H e a l t h

G E N H U B
f r o m  S e r b i a

Work ing  on  AI -based  who le -ce l l
mode l l i ng  p la t fo rm

B i o i n f o r m a t i c s

T E A M  A L I S S A  &  N I L
f r o m  U K

Work ing  on  nove l  i n - s i l i co  methods
fo r  the rapeut i c  pept ide  and  drug  d i scove r y

B i o i n f o r m a t i c s
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FASTTRACK 
 AND
SHOWCASE
TEAMS

SHOWCASE
FINALIST

APAC

AMERICAS

EMEA

CUREM
BIOTECH

SYNBIOTE

ALGAE
APPETITE

REBX
(SYNBIO CREATIONS)

AFRISOL

GENHUB

UMKELE

RAPIDEMIC

SHOWCASE
WINNER

Kenya ,  Uganda

Se rb ia

Z imbabwe

Nethe r l ands

Aus t r a l i a

Ind ia

Canada

Mex i co
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HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

Last year was a blast! We hope to see you soon,
in the next round of EPIC ❤ 

We wish you a happy and healthy 2022!
— Your EPIC committee of 21

The Chairs

The EMEAs

The APACs

The Americas'

The Wildtypes



EP C


